
February 22nd SCHOOL NEWS 
We work at keeping you up to date on everything happening in the school via the 

Lawrence website, Friday calls and emails, Facebook and Twitter. We hope that you are 
regularly checking at least one of these places. From time to time there are some things 

that we want to ensure that you know about and are able to give your voice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students use personal headphones in their class on a daily basis.  

Please make sure your child has their own headphones.  

These headphones are good quality for a really good price.  

 
 
 

FROM THE DISTRICT 
We need your help! 
Educators across Jeffco have expressed their appreciation and support of our Strategic Plan and the 

work to individualize education to better meet the needs of every one of our 85,000+ children. One 

common request (and urgent need) has been increased time for teacher collaboration and planning. 

Some schools have been able to schedule late starts while others have faced challenges with 

transportation scheduling. With this goal in mind, a task force comprised of principals, teachers, parents, 

and district staff including the transportation department, was formed to explore the viability of a late 

start schedule for schools across the district. As this task force explores the best way to go about these 

changes, they would appreciate your input! We need feedback from everyone, including families, 

educators, support staff, and others who support our students.  

 

Please complete this survey by March 6th. 

http://tinyurl.com/JeffcoEducatorPlanning 

http://tinyurl.com/JeffcoEducatorPlanning


Here is the survey in Spanish: 
http://tinyurl.com/JeffcoEducatorPlanningEspanol 

Why does the survey matter? 
We love our teachers! They work hard for students. Expectations and time demands continue to 

significantly increase for educators. This is the right work to help our students, but we need to think 

more strategically about how we schedule and use time. Why a need for more time? 

● Teachers pull from multiple resources and collaborate with others to plan the best instruction. 

Additionally, transforming student experiences to provide more hands on, engaging instruction 

connected to “real” tasks takes more time. Research shows this creates better results for 

students. 

● Teachers often share students across classes and subjects, which requires more time to share 

information on students and needs. 

● To truly provide more personalized instruction, educators must deeply understand student 

needs. We have more data on our students than ever before, however this requires time to look 

at the assessment results, student work, perceptual data and more to address urgent needs. 

● Teachers are addressing more significant social emotional needs in their students than ever 

before. Again, it’s the right work but it does take more time to work with other experts in the 

building to help students, talk with a student, call a family, access resources, and so on. 

● Our elementary teachers typically receive one 45 minute planning period each day to:  

○ Plan learning for next day, week, month including learning goals, differentiated 

instruction, unit outcomes, assessments, authentic tasks, projects, and more 

○  Respond to email 

○ Make parent phone calls 

○ Meet with families 

○ Meet with teammates 

○ Gather resource & supplies for instruction, set up or clean up the classroom for various 

subjects 

○ Plan field trips, special activities, connect with parent volunteers and/or community 

groups 

○ Consult with the instructional coach 

○ Analyze data from both classroom work as well as standardized tests to inform the next 

day’s learning, organize groups, determine interventions 

○ Discuss strategies with colleagues for struggling students 

○ Consult with special education teacher 

○ Consult with mental health provider 

○ Meet with principal on various topics 

○ Work on individual professional development 

○ Review & grade student work 

 

https://webmail.jeffco.k12.co.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=DTqEZjzwsH1z418WHZyqz4gfSkx_P8Of3K_nIg1iNlTKwCmL-pjWCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2ftinyurl.com%2fJeffcoEducatorPlanningEspanol

